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Mic vi. the latter part of v. 9. 


Hear ye the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it. | 


VN the preceding Verſes of this 

Chapter, God, by his Prophet 
* Micah, upbraids the Fews with 
their diſingenuous Carriage to- 
wards him, from whom they had recciv'd 
ſo many Favours. He appeals even to their 

own Reaſons for the Equity of his Proceed- 


ings, and the Perverſeneſs of theirs. O my ver. x: 


People, what have I done unto thee? 
Wherem have 1 wearied thee ? teſtify a- 
gainſt me. What intolerable Burthen have 
1 ever laid upon thee? What unreaſonable 
'Thinghave I required of thee? I defy the 
moſt pceviſh and diſcontented of you all, to 
give one Inſtance of an unjuſt Severity and 
Rigour. Having expoſtulated the ques 
5 Wit 


— * — E61ꝛt . K ds Woe We” ᷣ UA AY 


＋ꝓꝗ—Ʒẽ4E— — 


CDS — — — M ˙‚ es 4 


—— — = 


je mae 
Lt, 


. r 
22 , S > 
” 
| F 


4.469 
with them, he proceeds to adviſe them how 


to demean themſelves, when his impending 
Judgments were, like a Rod, ſhaken over 


their guilty and provoking Heads. This 


Counſel is addreſſed to them in the Words 
of my Text: 


Hear the Rod, and who hath appointed 
it. In which Words you may take notice 
of theſe two Parts. 


r. Here are ſome things ſuppos d, or taken 
for granted; viz. That God's Judgments 
upon a Nation are a Rod; that this Rod 
is in his Hand, he appoints and directs it: 
That it has a Voice which commands our 
Attention. 


2. Here is a Duty inferr'd, Hear ye the 


Rod, &c. 


t. Tis ſuppoſed , or taken for granted, 
that national or particular Judgments are 
God's Rod. Various are the Diſpenſations 


of Divine Providence. Various the Me- 
thods which he takes to awaken a ſecure 


and careleſs World. He inſtructs us, ſome- 


times by his Word, and ſometimes by his 


Rod: Sometimes by the Meſſengers he 
employs, and ſometimes by the Judgments 
he inflicts. When Perſons grow unmind- 
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ful of their God and Duty, he makes him» 
ſelf known to the Children of Men by ter- 
rible Things in Righteouſneſs. He hath a 
corrective, ſmarting Rod, with which, he 
chaſtiſes the Frowardneſs and Pceviſhneſs of 
his own Children : He hath alſo a Rod of 
Iron, with which he rules rebellious Nati- 
ons, and daſhes them in pieces like a Pot- 
ter's Veſſel. I am the Man that hath ſeen Lam. iii. i 
Aliction by the Rod of his Wrath, ſays 
the Prophet in the Name of the Jew!fp 
Church. God's Rod lay very heavy upon 
their Shoulders, when this Complaint was 
made. Their Land was ravaged by a proud, 
victorious Enemy: Their choice young Men 
were ſlain with the Sword; their Nobles 
bound in Chains, and their Princes in Fet— 
ters of Iron. Feruſalem, that was once 
great among the Nations, and Princeſs among 
the Provinces, lay buricd in its Duſt, and 
cntomb'd in its own Ruins. So that they 
were ſmarting under the Rod of God's In- 
dignation. God calls Aria the Rod off. x. 5: 
his Anger: He made uſe of that ambitious, 
cruel Nation to avenge the Quarrel of his 
broken Covenant ; and to execute his Wrath 
upon a pertidious, ungrateful People. 


Again, as ſudgments are a Rod, ſo tis 
in Gods Hand, at his Appointment, under 


his Management and Direction. There is 
B no 


+01 
no Evil in the City, and the Lord hath 
not done it. By which we are to under- 
ſtand, the Evil, not of Sin, but of Afflic- 
tion. He kills, and he makes alive; he 


wounds, and he heals, and in all thoſe In- 


ſtances he acts as an uncontrouled Sovereign. 
The Calamities which private Perſons, or 
publick Societies may labout under, are the 
Reſults, not of a blind Chance, or giddy 
Fortune, but of an over-ruling Providence, 
and wiſe Counſel. The Sword or Peſtilence 
cannot deſtroy without a Divine Licenſe and 
Permiſſion. 


And as Judgments are a Rod in God's 
Hand, ſo tis ſuppoſed that this Rod hath 
a Voice, or elſe we ſhould be under no 
Obligation to hear it. Which leads me to 


2. The ſecond Thing obſervable in theſe 
Words; and that is the Duty inferrd, Hear 


ye the Rod: Or, in other words, conſider 


what God calls you to, by the Afflictions 
with which he viſits you. And here, that 
I may accommodate my Diſcourſe to the 


preſent Poſture of Affairs, I ſhall entertain 


you with this following Method. 


I. I ſhall conſider in what Inſtances God 
by his Rod or Judgments may be {aid to be 
calling to us this Day, 

II. What 


(7) x 


"1: What are the * * God 4 us ; to 
or what are the Leſſons his Diſpenſations 
ſeem See to inſtruct us is. 


III. Conclud all with "Gans pradical Tas 
ferences. 
Dy 3 3 ſhall fo in 3 Indinats 1 
by his Rod ot Judgments may be ſaid to be 
calling: to us this n 10 | 


to Cale Rod may be Re a8 call 
ing to us in the Perplexity of our Affairs at 
home. What an unexpected Turn have 
they taken within theſe few Months paſt2 
How. miſerably are they this Day embar- 


raſſed?; Commerce decays and languiſhes'; 


and Publick Credit hath receivd a dreadfill 
Shock. The Stagnation of Trade in the 
Body Holitict, like that of the Blood and 
Spie in the Body Natural, threatens the 
whole with terrible Convulſions, if not 
with a total Diſſolution. How many weal- 
thy Families have been impoveriſhed? How 
many induſtrious Artificers have nothing elſe 
to do but to hang their Inſtruments pan 
the Willows; and inſtead of Sion s Songs, 
to hear the Cries of their half famiſh'd Chil- 
are? And how are our wiſeſt State Phy- 
B 2 ſicians 
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(8) 
ficians nonplus'd to find out a Remedy adc- 
52925 to the Diſcaſe ? 2 


God 8 Roda may by conſdeted as calling 

to us in that dreadful Peſtilence which rages 

in our neighbouring Nation. This, like a 
black Cloud, hangs hovering over our Heads, 

and God only knows, how ſoon it may 

break in Pieces about our Ears. That An- 

gel, which ſtands with a drawn Sword over 
France, waits only for a Divine Commiſß- 

lion to ſtep over into England. The Plague 

is a Rod in God's own Hand: When he 

inflicts this Judgment, he makes not uſe of 
Men to be the Inſtruments of his Wrath, 

Lev. i à8 in War and other Caſes. When you are 
25. gathered together in your Cities, I will 
ſend the Peſtilence among you, ſaith the 
Lord. And who can. fave, if he gives it 

a Commiſſion to deſtroy? "Tis compar d, by 

PC xcvi q. the Pſalmiſt, to an Arrow that fieth by 
Day. To which I may add, that tis an 
Arrow taken out of God's Quiver; and if 

he lets it fly, there is no Armour Proof. a- 
gainſt it. If he bids this Enemy go, it ſcales 

the higheſt Walls, leaps over the ' wideſt 
Trenches, breaks thro! the ſtrongeſt Guards, 
routs and diſperſes the beſt diſciplin d and 
moſt compacted Armies. The Peſtilence 
indeed 4 is faid to ways in Darkneſs; but it 
derives 


CS 


derives its deſtructive Force and Efficacy from 
the Father of Lights. From him comes 
down, not only every good and perfect Gift, 
but every terrible, amazing Judgment. Tis 
a Sword weilded by Omnipotence it ſelf, 

and when tis drawn forth againſt any Peo- 
ple, who can expreſs the Terror and Con- 
ſternation it carries with it, and is the Occa- 
ſion of? But of this more largely hereafter. 

I-come now to 


II. The ſecond general Head, which is 
to conſider what the Rod of God calls us to, 
or what arc thoſe Leſſons, which his Judg- 
ments ſcem calculated to inſtruct us in. And 
if we conſider theſe Judgments as gone'forth 
againſt us in the Decay of Trade, and the 
Nein of publick Credit, they ſeem to call 
upon us, 


1. To obſerve the Shallowneſs of all 
human Counſels. We have ſeen Men, fa- 
mous for their Subtilty and Cunning, emi- 
nent for their Sagacity and Foreſight, ex- 

quiſitely skill'd in all the dark Intrigues of 
Seite We have ſeen ſuch as theſe ruin'd 
ind by their own Projects, confounded 
by their own Schemes, and impoveriſhed 
by thoſe very Methods which they made 
aſe of to enrich themſelves. Their Moun- 
tain hath been ſhaken by an Earthquake 
when 


Jer. ix. 23. 


( 10) 
when they thought it tirongeſt. I would 
be neither decent nor human for us in a pri- 
vate Station, to inſult, or trample upon any 
of thoſe unhappy Perſons, whoſe ill Con- 
duct hath drawn upon them the Reſent- 
ments of an. injured Nation, and who-arc 
in the Hands of publick.Juſtice, here it be; 
comes. us to leave them. But ſurcly,,, we 
may be allow'd to ſay, that by this Diſpen- 
ſation God loudly calls to us in the Words 
of his ancient Prophet: Thus ſaith the 
Lord of. Hoſts, let not the-wiſe Man glory 
in his Wiſdom, let not the rich Man glory 
in bis Riches ; but let him that glorieth 


glory in this, that, he. underſtandeth.. and 


kno weth me, that I am the Lord that ex- 
erciſeth Loving kindneſs, Fudement, and 
Righteouſneſs: How eaſily can God, infa- 
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tuate the wiſeſt Politicians, and turn the 


Counſels of an Achitophel into Fooliſh- 


neſs? Experience, as well as Scripture, may 


inform us, that tis not the Activity and Wit 
of Man, but the Bleſſing of God that mak- 


erh rich, and addeth no Sorrow "with. it. 


Men may contrive with Prudence, and exc- 


cute with, Vigour, and yet their Deſigns may 
prove abortive. Ten thouſand Accidents 
may intervene, which they are neither able 
to foreſęe, nor to prevent. God hath con- 
vincd this Nation by ſad Experience, how 
ee W thoſe Eyes are which yet 


pretend 
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pretend to the greateſt Penetration. I make 


no queſtion, but many wiſe Men and true 


Patriots were heartily petſuaded , that the 
Scheme laid down about twelve Months 
ſince, for leſſening the National Debts, 


would have anſwered that noble End: But 


we ſee, that by the Avarice of ſome, the 
Credulity of others, and the juſt Judgmenr 


| of God upon a provoking People, the 


quite contrary has happened: and the pub- 
lick Incumbrances have been increas'd by 
the Mcthods propounded to reduce them. 
This may convince us, that the profound- 
eſt Judgments are very ſhallow, that no 
Deſign form'd unthout, as well as agamſt 
the Lord, will ever proſper; and that the 
beſt concerted Meaſures will certainly mil 
carry unleſs he ſucceeds them. 


2. God's Judgments this Day upon us 
ſeem intended to let us ſee the unſatisfac- 
tory Nature of all worldly Enjoyments. 
This is another Leſſon we ſhould learn by 
that Rod that is upon our Backs. Have 
we not ſeen the Obſervation of the wiſe 


Man verified? He that loveth Silver ſhall Eedleſ r | 


not be ſatisfied with Silver, nor he that 
loveth abundance with increaſe. The heap- 
ing up of Wealth on a greedy Mind, is 
like pouring Oyl upon the Fire, which, 
inſtead of extinguiſhing, feeds and increa- 

| ſes 
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ſes the Flame. Had our late Managers 
been content, J will not ſay with mode- 
rate, but with very conſiderable Gains, 
their Reputation might have been ſafe , 
their Conſciences eaſy, and this Nation, 


inſtead of being the Jeſt, might have been 


the Envy of all its N cighbours : But by 
graſping immenſe Treaſures, by aiming at 


ſuch prodigious Acquiſitions, as were never 


heard of in any Age before, they have 
brought down Intamy, if not Ruin, upon 
their own Heads, and a terrible Calamity 
upon the whole Kingdom. If we reflect 
upon the Tranſactions of the laſt Year, 
we ſhall find, that they were moſt cager 
in the Purſuit of Wealth, who had leaſt 
occaſion for it. No Eye more greedy than 
that which //ood out with Fatneſs. No 
Heart more enlarg'd in its Deſires, than 
his who poſſeſſed more than he could rea- 
ſonably wiſh for. They who enjoy'd the 
greateſt Eſtates were as forward as any to 
make Additions to their vaſt Heaps. Hence 
it came to paſs, that in the late general 
Infatuation, and Scramble for Gold and 
Silver, the Sons of Nobles did not diſdain 


to mingle with ſuch as ſprang from Dung- 


hills; nor Stars and Garters to converſe 
with Brokers and Stock-jobbers. In one 


Word, the univerſal Hurry this Nation 


was lately in, when Perſons of all Ranks 
were 


(tz) 


8 were upon the Hunt for Riches, proclaims 

8 the unſatisfactory Nature of all worldly En- 

2 joyments. 

7 

95 z. God's Rod inſtructs us alſo in the 

8 precarious, uncertain Nature of carthly 
E. Treaſures: Experience as well as Scrip- 

it ture tells us, that Riches make themselves Prov. 
at Minges, and fly as an Eagle towards led. ii., 
* Ven, for a new Diſpoſal of theni. How 

2 many wealthy Traders have been impo— 

4 veriſhed by the unexpected Turn of Af- 


fairs? How many flouriſhing Families have 


. been reduc'd to narrow Circumſtances, if 
7 not extreme Penury ? They that were once 
ſt ready to gzve, arc how under a Neceſſi- 
n 7 ty of receiving: And their ow Eyes have 
0 ſeen Vanity and Vexation of Spirit en- 
2 graven upon what they thought moſt du- ' 
* rable and laſting. Nay, how many have 
IC loſt the Subtance, in catching at 4 Sha- 
* dow, and parted with good ſubſtantial Farms 
C upon the firm Ground, in order to build 
al Caſtles in the Air? How many have had 
d their Teeth ſet on Edge by thoſe ſowre 
m Fruits which ſpring from that Which is 
3 the Noot of all Evil? And by haſting 
le to be rich, have (according to Solomon's 
e Prediction) diſcovered an evi! Eyes; and Por. 
= brought don Poverty upon themſelvos.“ 1 it" 
- God had formerly told ns by his //ord, 


C; that 
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chat the Faſbion of this World paſſeth 
away :. And now he hath loudly pro- 
claimed this Truth in our Ears, by the 
awakening Voice of his Rod. By this he 
tells us, "that all Things here below are 
ſubject to Viciſlitudes and Changes, and 
that if we act as become wiſe Men, 


much more as ſincere Chriſtians, we ſhall. 


ſeck for ſomething more real and ſub- 
ſtantial than what this World i is able to af- 
ford us. 


4. God's Judgments alſo eall upon us to 
ſecure for our ſelves thoſe Riches that can 
be never taken from us: or, in the Words 
of our bleſſed Saviour, to Jay up for our ſelves 
Treaſures in Heaven. Treaſures that will 
ſurvive the Ruins of the World, the En- 
vy of Time, and the diſmal Conflagration 
of all Things. Treaſures that will not pe- 
riſh or decay, when the Elements ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat, when the Earth 
and all that thercin is ſhall be burnt up 
with Fire. Notwithſtanding all the Diſap- 
pointments you have mct with, all the 
Straits and Difficulties you labour under, 
you may obtain a Title to thoſe Riches, 
which Thieves and Robbers cannot plun- 
der, which Knaves and Cheats cannot de- 
fraud you of. God, by his Diſpenſations, 
ſeems to ſpeak to his Churches in England 


NOW, 
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now, as he did to that of Laodicea for- 


merly; I counſel thee to buy of me Gold ker ii. 
tried m the Fire, that thou mayſt be rich, 


and white Raiment that thou mayſt be 
clothed, that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs 
do not appear. The pooreſt, the meaneſt 


of you all may make this advantageous 


Purchaſe, if you are not wanting to your 
ſelves. Not that you can give an Equiva- 
lent, or valuable Conſideration for pre- 
ſent Grace, or future Glory: But theſe 
may be procured by you, upon the Account 
of Chriſt's Merits, and by the Aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit. And this is the Improve- 
ment which both Rich and Poor ſhould 
make of the preſent Diſpenſations of Di- 
vine Providence. When you hear of ſome 
who have been burnt, of others who have 
been bubbled out of their well furniſhed 
Houſes, you ſhould be excited to ſeck for 
a City which hath Foundations, whoſe 


Builder and Maker is God, When you 


fee Men loſe their Eſtates by other's Kna- 
very, their own Folly, or by the Provi- 
dence of God; your great Concern ſhould 
be to ſecure to your ſelves a Title to an 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. How cautious and 
wary ſhould we be, when we tec others 
prick their Fingers by graſping the World 
with too much Eagerneſs? The Ditappoint- 
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much more as ſincere Chriſtians, we ſhall 
ſeck for ſomething more real and ſub- 
ſtantial than what this World is able to af. 
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4. God's Judgments alſo eall upon us to 
ſecure for our ſelves thoſe Riches that can 
be never taken from us: or, in the Words 
of our bleſſed Saviour, to /ay up for our ſelves | 
Treaſures in Heaven. Treaſures that will | 
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now, as he did to that of Laodicea for- 


merly; 1 counſel thee to buy of me Gold Rev. ii. 


tried m the Fire, that thou mayſt be rich, 
and white Raiment that thou mayſt be 
clothed, that the Shame of thy Nakeaneſs 
do not appear. The pooreſt, the meaneſt 
of you all may make this advantageous 
Purchaſe, if you are not wanting to your 
ſelves. Not that you can give an Equiya- 
lent, or valuable Conſideration for pre- 
ſent Grace, or future Glory: But theſe 
may be procured by you, upon the Account 
of Chriſt's Merits, and by the Aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit. And this is the Improve- 
ment which both Rich and Poor ſhould 
make of the preſent Diſpenſations of Di- 
vine Providence. When you hear of ſome 
who have been burnt, of others who have 
been bubbled out of their well furniſhed 
Houſes, you ſhould be excited to ſeck for 
a City which hath Foundations, whoſe 


Builder and Maker is God, When you 


fee Men loſe their Eſtates by other's Kna- 
vety, their own Folly, or by the Provi- 
dence of God; your great Concern ſhould 
be to ſecure to your ſelves a Title to an 


Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 


that fadeth not away. How cautious and 
wary ſhould we be, when we fee others 
prick their Fingers by graſping the World 
with too much Eagerneſs? The Difappoint- 
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ments which ſo many of our Countrymen - 

have lately met with in their Affairs, ſhould 

ſuggeſt to us ſuch Thoughts as theſe. Shall 

I pant after the Duſt of the Earth, when 
have ſeen others almoſt choak'd, by 
(wallowing it with too much Groecdinels} 

The Prediction of St. Paul hath been ful- 

S Tim. vi. filled in my Sight. They that will be rich 
9: Kc. run into a Hare, and pierce themſ Foes 
thro' with many Sorrows. And - ſhall I 

ſuffer my ſelf to be tranſported by the 

ſame unreaſonable Paſſion ? Shall I dil. 

quiet my ſelf in vain > Diſturb and vex 

my Soul in the Purſuit of what I am not 

ſure to keep one Moment longer? Shall I 

truſt in thoſe Riches which are ſo uncei- 

tain? No; I am peſolv'd, through the Aſ- 

ſiſtance of Divine Grace, to chuſe Hea- 

ven for my Portion; let others contend 


and ſcramble for larger Shares of this dirty 
Earth. 


I come next to enquire what Leſſon God 
feems to be teaching us, by his Rod laid up- 
on a ncighbouring Nation. And here 


1. His Judgments call upon us to fear, 
and ſtand in Awe of his dreadful Majeſty. 
By terrible things in Rightcouſneſs he makes 
himſelf known to the Children of Men. He 
diſcovers himſelf to be an holy, a Sin re- 

venging 


E 


1- venging God. The Lion hath roared, Who Amo: iii, 
4 will not fear ? The Lord hath ſpoken, &c. * 

I If the Lion roars the Beaſts of the Foreſt 

1 J tremble, afraid of being torn in pieces by 


y a ſuperior Power : And ſhould not ratio- 
z nal Creatures be more concern'd when an 
. Omnipotent God gives ſignal Inſtances of 
his Diſpleaſure, againſt a profane and wick- 
89 ed Generation? Shall not we tremble when 
I J he lets fly his poiſoned Arrows, and fixes 
c them in the Boſom of our Fellow Mor- 
(- tals? When he empties Towns and Cities 


x of their Inhabitants, when the devouring 
t Peſtilence ſeizes upon one Town, one Vil- 
I lage after another, notwithſtanding all the 
[- Precautions that can be uſed, deriding the 
. 7 Skill of the Phyſicians, cluding the Force 
5 of Medicines, and triumphing over all the 
d Methods made ule of to put a Check un- 
co it} Should we not in ſuch a Day as this 


is cry out with the Pſalmiſt, My Fleſheal. cxix. 

| trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid 120. 
d of thy udgments? God expects we ſhould 
not ſtand unconcern'd Spectators of the Ca- 
lamities which others groan under. Give 
me leave to addreſs my ſelf to you in the 

„ Words of the Prophet, A Voice of Noiſe16.1xvi.s. 

from the City, a Voice from the Temple, | 
a Voice of the Lord that rendreth Re- 
„ e 4% his Enemies. We have had 
a Voice from Poland, Sweden, ana Den. 
mark 
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mark formerly, and now a Voice from 
France, that ſounds louder than any of 
the former. And ſhall not this awaken a 
ſecure and ſinful Nation? Shall not this 
rouſe us out of our Stupidity and Care- 
lefſneſs> At his Rebuke the Mountains 
quake, and the Hills tremble: and ſhall 
our Hearts remain more hard, more unre- 


lenting than the very Rocks? Shall our 


Ears be ſtop'd againſt that awful Voice, 


which Winds and Seas, and all the taging 


Elements do chearfully obey ? 'Tho' we 
cannot wnder/tand the Thunder of his Pow- 
er, we ſhould dread the Thoughts of be- 
ing crufh'd and confotinded by it. If we 
will not fear this great and terrible Name, 
the Lord our God, nothing can be ex- 
pected, but that he ſhould make our Plagues 
wonderful. That Cup of Trembling which 
js put into the Hands of a neighbouring 
Nation, is not deſign'd by Providence to be 


a ſtupifying Potion to us or them. 


2. This Judgment lets us fee the utter 
Inability of any People to ſecure themſelves 
when God has a Controverſy with them. 
If any Nation could promiſe it ſelf Secu- 
rity, France is that Nation; a rich and 
populous Kingdom, its Members compact- 
ed and knit together: A very great part 
of it is waſh'd, and conſequently defended 

| by 
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by the Sea: and its Frontiers by Land are 
ſecured by a ſtrong Barrier; by well forti- 
ficd Towns and numerous Garriſons. But 
what doth all this avail when God hath a 


Controverſy with them? What Shield can 


protect them from the Arrows ſhot out of 
his Quiver ? If he ſpeaks the Word, the 
very Air we breath ſhall convey Poyſon 
to our Lungs, or the Ground we tread on 
ſhall open its greedy Jaws, and ſwallow us 
up alive. He can make Frogs, Lice and 


Locuſts, the moſt deſpicable InſeQs, to be- 


come the Executioners of his juſt Wrath 


and Vengeance, God came from Teman, Hab. ii. 5; 
and the Holy One from Mount Paran; be- 
fore him went the Peſtilence, and burning 


Coals were under his Feet. If the Lord 
of Hoſts gives it a Commiſſion, no Bars 
or Gates can hinder it from entring into a 
City : It triumphs over the Art of the 


Wiſe, and the Power of the Mighty, No 


keeping this Enemy at a diſtance, no driving 


it from our Gates. 


3. This Judgment farther calls upon us 


to try and examine our ſelyes. Let us Lam. iii. 
ſearch and try our Ways, and turn unte 4* 


the Lord our God. We are apt to cen- 
ſure others; but how. few judge and con- 
demn themſelves. We are ready to ex- 
claim againſt the Hypocriſy of one, the 

* Profanc- 


( 20) 


Profaneneſs of another, the Avarice atid 
Knavery of a third Perſofl. But where 
is the Man that bewails the Deadneſs and 
Hardneſs of his own Heart, or the Un- 
profitableneſs of his Life? Where the Man 
that lays his Hand upon his Boſom, and 
propounds theſe ſerious Queſtions to his 
own Conſcience * What have I done ? 
How much have I contributed to the com- 
mon Stock of Guilt? How much- Weight 
have I added to the pulling down God's 


Judgments upon a ſinful Nation > How 


much Fuel have I heaped up to the in- 


flaming his Vengeance againſt us? What 


Hand have my Sins had in widening the 
Breach betwixt the King of Heaven and 
the Land of my Nativity? Theſe, my be— 
loved, are ſcaſonable and awful Queſtions 
and ſuch as the preſent Poſture of Affairs 
ſeem to call for, If we have not the ſame 
Sins with our Neighbours, who are ſmart- 
ing under God's Rod, yet ours arc of a 
very provoking Nature, and cloath'd with 
more aggravating Circumſtances. They 
arc plunged in ſuperſtitious Errors; but 


do not we hold the Truth in Unrighte- 


ouſneſs |! They worſhip Creatures, and are 
not we defective in that Homage and Ado- 
ration that is due to the great Creator ? 
Wc abhor their Idols; but do we not com 
mit Jacrilege ? Robbing God of that Time, 

Strength 


(616) 

Strength and Vigour which ought to be 
devoted to, and Eagle pe in his Setvice. 
They are bigotted, and it may be, ſome 
of them, bloody, cruel Papiſts; and how 
many amongſt us are debauch'd and vici- 
ous Proteſtants? And it becomes us to en- 
_ | whether we are not of their Num- 

In ſuch a Day as this, let us deal 
hank with our own Souls. Tis ſuch 
a Conduct as this, that the great Lord of 
the Univerſe expects and requires; as we 
may learn from his ow Word. The Sword 
is Without; and the Peſtitence within 


But they that eſtape of them | ſhall be on krel. vi. 
the Mountains, like Doves of the Valleys, . 


all of them mourning, every one for his 
Iniquity. Would every Man ſweep his 
own Doors the Streets would ſoon be clean: 
would every Man lament and reform what 
is amiſs in his own Management, we ſhould 
quickly ſee Religion look with a more 
chearful Aſpect through our Land. Let us 
not be ſo vain as to conclude that we are 
better becauſe we fare bettcr than our Neigh- 
bours. What our Saviour ſaid to the Jews 
formerly, may with a little Variation be 


applied to us now. Thoſe eighteen on whom Luke xiii. 
the Tower of Siloam fell and flew, think 4. 


you that they were ſimners above all that 
dwell in Jeruſalem? I tell you nay, but 


_ you repent you ſhall all likeciſe 
D periſh. 


Twi 
periſh. So may I ſay, do you think that 
the Inhabitants of Dani — Copen- 
hagen, Stockholm and Flamburgh amongſt 
the Proteſtants ; or the — of Mar-. 
ſaw, Aix and Marſeilles amongſt the Pa- 
piſts have been greater Sinners than the In- 
habitants of London and Exon? I muſt 
tell you, that you have no Warrant to 
draw ſuch an Inference as this, from the 
Plagues which they have felt, and we have 
hitherto e/cap'd : But I am authoriz d to 
aſſure you, in the Name of my great Lord 
and Maſter, that unleſs you repent, you will 
all ſooner or later periſh. It becomes us 

—_ vii, fir. in this Day of Adverſiy to con. 
le r. 


4. God further calls upon us by bis Rod 

to reform whatever, upon a ſtrict Exami- 

li. xxvi . nation, we find to be amiſs. Hen thy 
udements are in the Earth, the Inha- 

itants of the World will learn Ri iphteouſ- 

neſs, That is, they will do fo, if they act 

as becomes reaſonable Creatures, and an- 

ſwer the Deſign of God's providential Diſ- 

penſations. This is what he expects and 

loudly calls for. Thus he expreſſes him- 

Zephiii.6.ſelf by one of his Prophets; I have cut 

f the Nations, their Towers are deſ6- 

late, I have made their Streets waſte , 


their Cities are deſtroyed, without Inha- 
bitant. 
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(23) 
bitant. F ſaid fur will fear me, 
wreck of others ſhould make us cautious 
how we daſh againſt the ſame Rock. That 
Rod which lies ſo heavy on our Neigh- 
bours Backs ſhould have a humbling In- 
fluence upon our Hearts and Lives. Di- 
vine Providence calls upon us this Day to 
hear and fear, and do no more ſo wicked- 


ly. Becauſe I will. do this unto thee, pre. Amos iv. 
pare to meet thy God, O Iſrael; vis. in 


a Way of Repentance and Reformation. 
When God would paint out the Sin of 
Judah in its moſt odious Colours, he men- 
tions this as a very aggravating Circum- 
ſtance: Thy Siſter Sodom was not men- 
tioned by thee in the Day of thy Pride. 
q. d. Thou tookeſt no Warning by thoſe 
tremendous Judgments which I inflicted 
upon that rebellious City: Thou haſt re- 
peated the ſame Crimes which laid that 
Town in Aſhes; and been guilty of the ſame 
deteſtable Impurities, which brought down 
Fire and Brimſtone upon the Heads of its 
deprayd Inhabitants. | 


5. God's Judgments inflicted upon others, 
call upon us, to admire the diſtinguiſhing 
Mercy of God in fparing us to this very 
Moment. Tis Mercy, not Merit, that 
hath made ſuch a viſible Diſtinction betwixt 
4 * England 


{ 24 ) 
* and her Siſter Nations. If we 
are more Healthy, tis not becauſe we have 
been leſs ſinful: Tis not for want of Pro- 
vocations received rom 1s, that the Hand 
of God is not ſtretched out ginſt us. 
Inſtead of making others Warnings unto 
us, he might have made us a Warning 
unto them. We have abus d our Mercies, 
and tis a Wonder that a jealous God has 
not depriv'd us of em. We have tioted, 
and grown wanton in our green Paſtures, 
and: he might juſtly hedge up our Way with 


Thorns and Briars. How juſtly might 


Death ride triumphant in thoſe Streets, in 

which the Majeſty of Heaven is ſo fre- 
quently, ſo daringly affronted ? We have 
only taſted ſome few Drops of his Dif- 


pleaſure, whilſt the full Viols of his Wrath 
have been poured down upon our :Neigh- 


bour's' Heads. He hath only laid his Fin- 


ger upon us, whilſt others have been cruſh'd 


with the Weight of his whole Loins. This 


is the Lord's doing, and it ſhould be mar- 


vellous in our Eyes. If our Air be not 
fill'd with veſtilential Vapours, tis not be- 
cauſe it has not been polluted witiz Oaths 


and Blatphemics. If the Ground on which 


we. tread, be not ſtrewed with our Car- 
cales, and drench'd with our Blood, tis 
not becauſe it has not been burdened by 
our Impieties. We have Reaſon therefore 

to 
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to cry out with the Pſalmiſt, Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but to TT N do 
We 1 C. cee 


6. This Rod calls upon us to 11 for 
vent and frequent in our Supplications ro 
the Throne of Divine Grace. Pray we 
ſhould for the Provinces under. God's af- 
fliting Hand, that he would make them 
ſenſible of what they have done amiſs. Par- 
ticularly, in pulling down his Temples, in 
baniſhing his faithful Miniſters, and perſe- 
cuting ſuch of his People, as dared not to 


worſhip the Creature inſtead of the Crea- 


r. I know, it becomes not us to in- 
terpret Divine Providences according to 


our own Fancies, ſince there is one Event 


to the Good and to the Bad. However 


it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the 
Plague hegan in a Town where hundreds 


of Proteſtant Confeſſors had been dragging 
of their Chains: Mar/ei/les being the uſual 


Harbour where the French King kept his 


Gallies, to which many of thoſe Chriſtian 
Heroes were condemn'd, of whom the 
World was not worthy, and in which they 
cndurcd inexpreſſible Hardſhips. May we 
not reaſonably ſuppoſe that many of the 
Souls of thoſe brave and generous Sufferers 
are now under the Altar, crying out, How 


long, O Lord holy and true, doſt thou nat 
judge 
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judge aud avenge our Blood on them that 


dwell on the Karth £ Would to God that 


the Perſons concern'd would lay theſe things 


to Heart, and repent of their blind, malig- 
nant Zeat: conſidering how tenderly Chrift 
reſents. the Injuries that are done to his 
Members; how he feels the Weight of their 
Chains, and the Smart of their Wounds, 
and ſympathiſes with them in all their Af 
— <7 


But in an eſpecial manner, let us pray 


for the Land of our Nativity, that God 


would keep the Plague at a Diſtance from 
our Habitations : that we may not pledge 
them in that deadly bitter Cup of which 
they have drunk fo very deep. This is 
what we are directed to by the Prophet 


| Jecii. 15, Joel. Blow the Trumpet in Sion, ſancti- 
54 Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly + Let the 


Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep 
between the Porch and the Altar, and let 
them ſay, Spare thy People, O Lord, and 


give not thine Heritage to Reproach. When 


God's Hand is lifted up, he expects that 
we ſhould lie proſtrate at his Feet. When 
his Rod is ſhaken over our Heads, he ex- 


pects to find us upon our Knees. "Tis 


but reaſonable he ſhould hear from us, 
when he is loudly calling to us. This is 
a Method we arc directed to, by the 

„„ Example 
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Example and Succeſs of Pious Moſes. Take Num. xvi; 
4 Cenſer (ſays he to Harun the High- % 
Prieſt) and put 


ut Hire therein from the Al. 
tar, and go. quickly iuto the Congrega- 
tion; | for there ir Wrath gone out from 
the Lord, the Plague is begun: And Aa- 
ron did: ſo, and ſtood between the living 


and the dead, and the Tlague was ftats 


ed, O that we could cry mightily to 


our God this-Day! That our Prayers might 


come up before him as Incenſe, and the 
lifting up of our Hands as the Evening Sa- 
ctifice ! Then might we hope that he would 
appoint to us Salvation for Walls and Bul- 
watks. Let us cry and ſigh for the Abo- 
minations of the Land in which we live. 
Whilſt others, by their Impieties, are widen» 
ing the Breach, and letting in an Inun- 
dation of Miſery upon us, let us ſtand 
in the Gap, and by our fervent Suppli- 
cations, endeavour to turn away Wrath 


from our [/rael. When the Land of Ju- 


dah was in Danger of God's Judgments, 
by reaſon of the horrid Depravation of their 


| Morals, we read, The Lord ſaw there was 16..lix. 16; 
#0 Man, and wondred there was no Inter- 
ceſſor. Their Silence and Stupidity in theſe 


Circumſtances was Matter of Aſtoniſhment 


and Wonder. 


7. The 


(3) 


| The lat Davy: * ſet to be ſum⸗ 
moned unto by the Providence of God, is 
to be in a Readineſs for the coming of 
our great hes If the Plague ſhould ſpare 
us, it can't be long before ſome Diſtem- 
per or other will prove fatal to us. Let 
us therefore give all Diligence to make our 
Calling and Election ſure: to ſecure to our 
ſelves an Intereſt in the Blood and Mexits 
of our dear Redeemer. And then we ſhall 
not be afraid of evil Tidings, when our 
Heart is fixed truſting in the Lord. We 
may then ſce Light, though the Peſtilente 
walks in Darzneſs round about us: And 
be ſafe, though Deſtruction waſteth at Noon 
Day. Come Sword, come Peſtilence or 
Famine, we need not be diſmay'd or caſt 
down. Tho our Carcaſes ſhould lie unbu- 
ried in the Streets, tis no great matter, if 
our Souls arc ſafe in Abraham's Boſom. 
Though our Relations and Acquaintance 
ſhould keep at a Diftance from us: Tho 
we ſhould have no Friend near us, to cloſe 
our dying Eyes; we ſhall have a, Guard of 
Angels, to convey us to the yonder Regi- 
ons of Bliſs and Glory. And that is infi- 
nitely better. Then Death it ſelf will be 
able to do us no real Injury. It may ſhake 
in Picces our carthly Tabernacle; but we 
ſhall have a Building, an Houſe not made 
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with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. It 
may ſtrip us of our Rags of Duſt and of Mor- 
tality; but theſe will be exchang d for 
Robes of Light and Glory. Death having 


loſt its Sting, we may receive it into our 


Boſoms without any Conſternation. The 
Poyſon being all taken out of this bitter 
Cup, we may drink it off without Re- 
luctance. When our Fleſh and our Heart 
ſhall fail, God will then be the Strength 
of our Heart, and our Portion for ever. 


Thus have I endeayoured to ſhew you 
what thoſe Duties are, which the Judg- 
ments of God at home and abroad do call 
us to the Practice of. And by this you 
may caſily know when you may be ſaid 
to Hear the Rod, and him that has ap- 
pointed it. Even when you are awakened 


to a Senſe, both of your Sin and Dan- 


ger. When, upon a narrow Scrutiny, and 
ſtrict Enquiry, into the Frame and Tem- 


per of your own Minds, you reform what 


is amiſs. When you endeavour to make 


your Peace with God thro' Chriſt, and 


to demean your ſelves according to the va- 
rious Aſpects of Divine Providence to- 
wards you. 


III. I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay 
with a ſhort, but ſerious Exhortation to 
| YOu 


Jer. vi. 
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you all, to anſwer the Deſign and End of 


God in his moſt righteous and awful Diſ- 
penſations: and to learn thoſe Leſſons which 


he is teaching you, by the Tokens of his 


Diſpleaſure, gone forth againſt a provok- 


ing, ſinful Generation. Methinks I hear 


him ſpeaking to you this Day as formerly 


to the Jew; Church and Nation. Be 


thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem [O England} 


leſt my Soul depart from thee, leſt 1 make 
thee deſolate, a Land not inhabited. And 


Woe would be unto us ſhould God depart 
from us. Should he withdraw his Preſence 


and Protection, he leaves us naked and ex- 


pos d to a thouſand Miſchiefs that are rea- 


dy to invade us. Tis a dreadful thing to 


fall out of God's Hands, as well as to fall 


into them: To be forſaken of his Mercy, 


as well as to be overtaken of his Ven- 


geance. To render what I have ſaid more 


effectual, I ſhall ſubjoin theſe two Conſi- 
derations, and ſo diſmiſs you. 


1. If you hear God's Rod, you have Rea- 
ſon to hope that he will hear your Prayers. 


That your Petitions will be ſucceſsful to 
avert thoſe Judgments that we fear, and to 
continue the Mercies we do yet enjoy. We 
ix. read of a Mark ſet upon the Foreheads of 


thoſe who did figh and cry for the Abomi- 


nations committed i m the midſt of ſeruſalem, 
| and 
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and the deſtroying Angel had a Charge not 

to come near them. The Interceſſion of 

| Abraham would have been prevalent even 

for Sodom it ſelf, if ten righteous Perſons 

could have been found in that ungodly Ci- 

ty. A Book of Remembrance was written 

for thoſe that feared: the Lord, and called wal. iii. 
upon his Name : and they ſhall be mine, 7. 
ſaith the Lord, in the Day that I make 

up my feels, and I will ſpare them as 4 
Man ſpareth his own Jon that ſerveth him. 
God values and ſecures ſuch as Men do their 
Jewels, whilſt he tramples others, like Dirr 


and Rubbiſh, under his Feet. This ſhould 


oblige us to be importunate and earneſt in 
our Addreſſes to the Throne of Divine Grace. 
If our Ears are open to God's awful Sum- 
mons, his will not be ſhut againſt our hum- 
ble Supplications. 


2. However, if he may not think fit to 
remove his Rod from us, he will ſupport 
us under it, and do us good by it. If he 
caſts us into the Furnace of Affliction, tis 
to melt down our Droſs, not to conſume 
our Subſtance: and the Fruit of all will be 
the taking away of Sin. We have a gra- 
cious Promiſe for our Encouragement. All Rom. viu. 
things ſhall work together for good to them **: 
that love God. The beſt of Men are not 
exempted from National Calamities. Thoſe 
Bodies 


( 32 ) 
* 


| ce HS | *. 
Bodies that are the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, are liable to Infection, as well as 
"thoſe that are proſtituted to the vileſt Luſt. 
But then they have the Teſtimony of a good 
_ Conſcience, and the Hopes of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality for their Support. That Tem- 
peſt that toſſes them, drives them nearer to 
their deſired Harbour. And r huſe light Af 
fiittions whith are but for a Moment, will 
work out for them a more exceeding. and 
eternal Weight of Glory. ov ON 
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